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SOME OF THE MARKS OF TRUE HUMILITY. 


_ One of the surest evidences of sanctification of heart is true humility. It 
is this state of mind, when viewed in its true aspect, to which the Savior 
seems to have especial reference, when he represents to his followers the 
importance of becoming like little children. Without proposing, at this time, 
to enter very fully into this subject, we shall proceed to mention some of the 
marks or characteristics by which true humility is known. 

First. The truly humble man does not desire great things for himself; 
nor does he desire great things in any worldly sense Whatever. If God has 
given him distinguished talents, he is thankful for it. If God has placed him 
in a position of great influence in the world, he is thankful for it. But he 
ean be happy in his talents, his influence, and any other possession which 


~ the world deems valuable, only as they are the gifts of God, and as they are 


employed for the promotion of his glory. If God sees fit to deprive him of 
knowledge, property, influence, or any other mere earthly good, he is equally 
thankful, equally happy. So that Jie does not desire worldly prosperity, in 
itself considered; and, not desiring it, the possession of it does not puff him 
up with sentiments of pride. 

Second. Deeply sensible of his entire weakness, dependence, and unwor- 
thiness, it is entirely natural to him to seek and to take the lowest place. It 
does not occur to him, (certainly not as a matter of cherished and pleasing 
reflection,) that a more conspicuous position would be appropriate to him. 
But if the indications of the Providence of God should eall him toa higher 
place, and impose upon him duties of a more elevated and conspicuous 
character, he does not refuse them. ‘True lowliness of spirit leads him to 
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feel that it would be very unsuitable for him to distrust the wisdom of God, 
and to take the direction of himself into his own hands. So that the same 
humility, which, in ordinary cases, leads him to decline places of responsi- 
bility and notoriety, leads him also to submit himself without hesitation to 


the guidance of Providence and of the Divine Will. It should always be 


remembered, therefore, that the truly bumble man, who has a profound 
sense of his own nothingness, and always feels at home in the lowest place, 
nevertheless realizes that he can do all things through the wisdom of God 
guiding jim and the grace of God strengthening him, It does not follow, 
because true humility is distrustiul of itself, that it is distrustful of God. 

Therd. Che truly humble man is not troubled and afflicted, because in- 
some respects he fails in securing to liniself the good opinion of his fellow 
men. It is true, he attaches a degree of value to the favorable sentiments 
of others; but, as he attaches unspeakably greater value to the favor of God, 
he can meet theif Opposition, their rebukes and misrepresentations, with 
entire calmness and peace of spirit. And hence it is that, in ordinary cases, 
when he is the subject of such misrepresentation and abuse, he is not partic- 
ularly solicitous to defend himself, and to make replies. I mean to say, that | 
he dves not discover anxiety and trouble of mind in relation to it. He 
knows, if he acts in simplicity of heart and with a sincere desire for the 
divine glory, God will so order events, that in due time the honor of his re- 
putation will be sustained. So that he is willing, for the present at least, 
to stand silent in the presence of his accusers, that both he and they may 
see the salvation of the Lord. 

Fourth. Vhe man, who is truly humble, is not troubled ‘and disquieted at 
the unavoidable imperfections which exist in his own person and mind. It 
is very true, that he mourns over them, and that they are often and very 
properly the subjects of sincere grief and lamentation; but so far as they 
cannot be corrected, so far as they are really unavoidable, le submits to 
them, however painful they may be, as facts and incidents in his condition 
and being, which originate in the wise dispensations of an unsearchable 
Providence. It is true, he is thus cut off from many ways or forms of use- 
fulness ; but, though afflicted, he does not allow himself to be disquieted. 
He is aided in thus maintaining himself in interior rest, by the important 
consideration that God, when he sends intellectual or bodily imperfections 
and weaknesses, and thus renders a person apparently useless, can avail 
himself of other instrumentalities and operate in other ways. 

Fifth. ‘Yhe truly humble man, although he is not destitute of that obser- 
vation and judgment, which are necessary to discriminate between right and’ 


wrong, is disposed to look with a forbearing and pitying eye on the faults of 


others. Ifa brother falls into transgression, while he himself is preserved, 
~he knows who it is, and who alone it is, that makes him to differ. He feels 
deeply that he himself would be no better than others that fall into 
errors and sin, if he should cease to be sustained by the special grace of God. 
And he cannot fail, therefore, to remeniber that blessed passage of Scrip- 
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ture, Which has a close connection with the highest experiences in religion: 
“ Judge nol, that ye be-not judged.” 

Sith. The truly humble mau receives with great meekness of spirit all 
adverse occurrences —all sudden injumes of Body and estate — all disrip- 
tion of social ties by death or in other ways, and whatever other fornis of 
human affliction exist. Whatever comes upon him, he feels that lie deserves 
it. Ile opens not his mouth; he stands dumb, as the sheep betore its shearer. 
Satan, if is true, tempts him to evil thoughts; but he resists them easily and 
triumphantly. It seems to him a light thing to sufier any thing which Crod 
sees fit to impose. He bears tle cross like one tliat leves it. 

In connection with these traits of feeling, which obviously characterize 
the humble man, we may perceive more clearly and definitely in what true 
humility consists. It is obvious, that it does not Consist, as some neght per- 
haps suppose, in mere sorrow. It is well known that sorrow sometimes 
exists in combination with impatience or with pride. But wue humility 
excludes both of these. Nor does it consist In mere depression Gt spirits 3 
a state of fecling which, it must be admitted, sometimes imparts on outward 
appearance of humility. But, in reality, the two stiutes of teind are tear irom 
being identical. Tlumility consists in those feelings, Whatever ticy may be, 
Which are appropriate to a realizing sense of our entire dependence Upon 
God. In other words, it consists ina deep sense of our own nothingness, 
attended with an equally deep and thorough conviction, that God is, and | 
ought to be, to every holy being, the ALL in ALL. my 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIED CE. 


Christian experience is a topic at once interesting and profit- 
able to the humble, faithful disciple of Jesus. It is trae, the 
infellect may not be feasted with an unaffected rehcarsal of the 
vracious dealings of God with the soul: but this is jot the ain, 
the object of such efforts, cither in written or verbal testimomes. 
The heart we seek, if dussible, to benefit; and af the narration 
be vested 1 simple languize and artless phraseology, to the 
vidual Who is seeking happiness in things of superior importance 
and more noble ongia than the sordid iterests of this terrestrial 
sphere, it couveys a meaning whieh refin ed oratory and studied 
clognence can never accomplish. | | | 

As an individual, | have often been creatly assisted the 


“heavenly journey,” im listenme to sueh recitals from my dear 
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Christian friends, and almost as heiooalie. while perusing in your 
little monthly messenger of full salvation the “ personal experi- 
ence” of some of God’s “chosen few,” have my drooping spirits 


been revived, and my doubting heart made to rejoice in the Re- 


deemer as my Savior too; and the spontaneous ejaculations of 
my inmost soul have been, 


“QO! that with” those dear “saints / might 
By sweet experience prove, | 
What is the length, and breadth, and height, 
And depth of perfect love.” 


But I am digressing from the point which was to be the object 
of this communication, viz., my own personal Christian. experi- 
ence. Upon this, in its earlier stages, I will not particularize. 
Suffice it to say, in “childhood’s sunny days,” the Spirit of 
God often whispered in my ear, “ Daughter, give me thy heart; 


but its sweet invitations were disregarded, ra its gentle ae 
9 


nitions unheeded, until the age of fifteen, when I yielded to its 


strivings, and found rest for my weary soul in the bosom of the 
blessed Jesus. 


“O! happy day, when from above, 
I first received the pledge of love.” 


But a few weeks elapsed, however, ere I discovered that the 
work of justification and regeneration had not wholly erased the 
propensities of the carnal heart; the stains of sin sull remained 
enstamped on my soul. In esearching the precious word of in- 

spiration, | found that the command of God-was clear and ex- 
plicit — “ Be ye hoty, for Iam holy.” Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which j is in heaven ts perfect.” His promises, 
too, upon this point were definite and distinet. “If we walk with — 
him i in the light, as he isin the light, we have féllowship one 

with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ-his Son-cleahseth-us 
from all sin; “Tf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Thus were the Spirit and Word united to convince me that it 
was not ouly my exalted privilege, but my imperative duty to seek 
for that “ holiness without which no man can see the Lord.” The 
attainment of this vreat, this priceless, this inestimable blessing 
soon engrossed my Whole attention, and my earnest, unceasing 


-ery became, ** Create in me, O Lord, a clean heart.” Sometimes 
| I scemed just about to rective an answer to iny fervent importu- 


nities, then unbehef would interpose, and I would yield the 
pot, and sink back jiato darkness and condemnation, and my 
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bitter lamentions were, O my leanness, my leanness.” Bat the 
Spirit at God,and conscience (that faithful monitor) still operated, 
and azain was the impression made “ Be ye holy ;” my efjurts 
were again renewed ;-but alas! they were ineffectual as before. 
Thus were eight years of my life spent. in traversing forth and 
back, forth and back, until my path seemed like a beaten road, 
as hard as the granite rock or nether mill-stone. O, how my 
heart recoils within me, and my soul sickens as I revert to those 
golden opportunities thus squandered, 
* But brighter days have dawned upon me. Glory, glory be to 
; God, lam the released prey from the hands of the spoiler. In 
the early part of February, 1844, 1 attended a prayer meeting, in 
the commencement of which [ felt an unusual amount of depres-_ 
sion of spirits ; a restlessness within assured me that the ‘“‘aching 
void”’ was still unfilled. ‘Toward the close of the exercise, a dear 
brother arose and spoke of the readiness requisite to secure an 
inheritance above ; then, with affectionate earnestness atid holy 
ardor, he kindly exhorted professors of godliness to seck that 
preparation which alone could fit them for a heaven of purity 
y and love. His words sunk to the depths of my soul; an arrow 
had pierced my heart; and as [ walked homeward from the house 
of God, T was like a ‘cart’ pressed beneath sheaves.” “My 
flesh cried out for the living God ; my soul was filled withdntense 
desire, and the language thereof becainie — 


“My heart-strings groan with deep complaint, 
My flesh lies panting, Lord, for thee ; 
And every limb, and every joint, 
Stretches for perteet purity.” 


As I retired for the night, conviction was so deep and pungent . 
that “tired nature’s sweet restorer found no charms; sufficiently 
powerful to enchagn me in his embrace. ‘Phe tempestuous rag- 
ing of internal elements abated not during those long, dreary 
night watches. At early dawn, exbausied nature canal a mo- 
ment’s respite: but ah! it only increased the ¢ agony of soul. In 
that short space of “unconscious forgetfulness,” I was, in a vis- 
ion, summoned to the judgment, where I met with the awful, 
heart-rending. sentence, You knew your duly, but you did it not. 
Who can describe the weight of sorrow which then rested upon 
me! Another day passed, and still was I cheerlessand disconso- * 
late; the sable curtains of another night brought no balm to my 
wounded spirit. The following morning, while around a 
domestic altar, | endeavored, vocally, to consecrate my “all” t 
(rod in language a Lord, lam willing to be any thing, HR 
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fool, (if need be,) for thy sake: Tam willing to suffer any thing ; 
I count not my life dear unto me, if I may but feel an applica- 
tion of thy. cleansing blood ;” but still all was dark and dreary ; 


not one cheering ray of liccht seemed to penctrate the dark prison 


house of my soul. I arose from my knees with this interrogation 
reverberating through every avenue of my heart, Must I again 
yield the point ? In this extremity, said my dear compauion, 
“Are you willing to do any thing, as well as to be, or to suffer 
any things’ Fora moment examined, and the secret was un- 
veiled. It was true | was unwilling to labor for God and souls 
until [I felt that the desire of my heart was granted; thus unin- 
tentionally had I been attempting to bargain with the.Lord for 
his blessing. The crisis had arrived, and victory must be won 
upon this point, or again | must be defeated ; encouraging words 


were whispered in my ear; the Spirit assisted ; ;— that moment I 
surrendered all, and cried, | 


“ Heres Lord, I give myself away, 
is all¥bat I can do.” 


That struggle sealed my conquest; I sank into the purple 


flood ; I washed, I bathed; T plunged me in the illimitable, fath- 


omless, boundless ocean of God’s tnfinite love, and as its waves 
rolled o’er my soul, it made me white as snow. ‘The Jong-sought 
blessing was mine. I now experienced an assurance that my 
prayers were answered ; a sweet comfort pervaded my heart; a 
calin, heavenly peace rolled through my soul. 7’ was no ecstasy 
of joy, no ebullition of animal feeling, but 


“'That sacred awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love.” 


‘The arch apostate, like the hungry lion roaring for his lost 
prey, pursued me at every step, suggesting his dark insinuations, 
and endeavoring by his cunning devices to allure me from the 
“highway of holiness,” and again find a dwelling place in my 
heart; but the ‘stronger than he” kept the palace, and | was 
safe. Various have been the exercises of my mind since that 
memorable morning. Often temptations have been so powerful, 
and I have so far yielded to their influences as to ‘‘ castaway my_ 
confidence,” and thus for a season has my enjoyment been 
destroyed. | Incredulity has sometimes gained the ascendency, 
and [ have sometimes seemed to be locked i in chains of unbelief. 
At other times, | have believed merely from an act of the “ will,” 
without any apparent evidence for so doing. But amid all these 
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seasons of conflict and hours of heaviness, “ Holiness”’ has been 
the goal at which I have aimed, the theme upon which IT have 
dwelt, and the object of ail my prayers, labors and desires. 
Glory be to God, I am becoming stronger in the way, and in the 
glorious work, and though earth and bell combine against me, 
they cannot prevail, while Israel’s God is my shicld and my 
defence. 
“Fixed on this ground will T remain, 
Though my heart fail, and flesh decay ; 
This anchor slgul my seul sustain, 
When earth’s foundations melt away ; . 
Mercy’s full power I then shall prove, 
Loved with an everlasting love.” 


L. A. A. 
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Suppose, said Dr. Payson to a friend, that God should present 
to you a diamond, and should assure you that whatever you might. 
please to engrave on it, should stand legibly, and publicly test 
fying for you through all coming ages. Would you not be most 
solicitous to engrave the right thing : ? 

So of the impress which you enstamp upon the character of 
an immortal mind. It shall outlive the sun. It shall be fresh in 
its greenness when the last star shall fade away. 

So said Dr. Payson of the influence we exert upon other minds. 
So might he have said with even more force, of the influence we 
exert upon ourselves. Our characters are to a great extent self- 
made. At any rate, we are ourselves chiefly responsible for the 
result, And this result - how vast the responsibilities and inter- 
‘ests which it involves! Each line we trace on the diamond is to 
stand, creating our own happiness or misery not only as long as 
we live here, but as long as we live in that other state where 
death comes not. A spirit self-subdued, self- disciplined — a spi- 
rit, through the concurrent aid of divine grace, brought into sweet 
sympathy. with God and his government, will be happy as long 
as God exists, and in any part of the universe where God reigns. 
A spirit rebellious, selfish, ambitious, restive, never at ease in its 
own place, out of sympathy with its fellow beings and of course 
_ with God — such a spirit must needs be miserable i in any. world, 
through all time and all eternity too. 
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Now the momentous consideration is, that, through grace now 
proffered, we can change and thoroughly remodify our own cha- 
racter. In this world of moral discipline and moral changes, 
every thing is ready and ripe for our making any change in our 
own moral character which we desire or which God desires, 
‘Through grace we can turn from sin to holiness — from the spirit 
of sinning to the spirit of love and obedience. We can uproot 
every sinful passion —can supplant bad dispositions with good 
ones, and ean transform habits of selfish feeling and acuion, to 
habits which God will transfer to heaven. 

Let it moreover be weli considered, that what we make our- 
selves here, we must be hereafter. The Bible gives no counte- 
nance to the notion that death is a transformer of human hearts. 
- Death can transfer to another place, but cannot transform to an- 
other nature. If sin were in the body, death might dislodge it ; 
if it were in our external circumstances, death might help us es- 
cape it; but since it les in the mind —in that which natural 
death cannot touch, how should death eradicate sin? No, death 
can only transport us across the Jordan —a change which can _ 
be neither conversion, regeneration, nor sanctification. 

The temper therefore which we indulge; the moods of mind 
which we cherish and mature into habits liere, become a part of 
ourselves, and go with us as parts of ourselves, when by death 
we shall change for the last time our locality. Reader, do you 
realize this fact? Are you fully aware that you are doing in 
reality what made the ancient painter so careful and so anxious? 
“T paint, said he, for tmimortality.” O, shall the moral states 
which you have passed through this day, ripen into habits, and 
stand fast as the print on the diamond, through everlasting ages ? 
Shall the feelings you have had towards your neighbor and your 
brother pass with you over the Jordan, and become the feelings 
of your heart towards those who are to be vour neighbors and 
brethren in the celestial city? And*shall precise ly these moral 
decisions of your mind as to serving or not serving God, come 
before the creat tribunal, and dctermine the final whether 
you are a “vessel of mercy prepared unto glory, or a vessel of 
wrath self-fated for destruction ? O, What momentous issues 
hang upon the little doings us the passing moment. 

| Oberlin Evangelist. 


It is good for us to accommodate ourselens to the place and 
‘condition which God | in his providence has put us in. 
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PASSAGES FROW TIE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF THE 
PIOUS CATHARINE ADORNA. 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.) 


HER PEACE OF MIND THE RESULT OF SIMPLE FAITH.—OF THE 
REMARKABLE STRENGTH OF HER FAITH.— OF HER UNION 
WITH GOD.—HER FEELINGS AND LABORS FOR THE GOOD 
OF OTHERS. 


§ 1.— This holy soul, who was so obviously the subject of a divine trans- 
formation beyond the methods and the measure of ordinary experience, gave 
expression to sentiments, having relation. to God and to the soul’s trans- 
formation and union with God, so profound, so replete with true but myste- 
rious wisdom, that the human mind, unless greatly sanctified, was incapable of 
receiving and appreciating them. She said, that “her love Was without fear,” 
in other words, that it Was not perplexed by doubts, or vitiated by any other 
element that could either mar its beauty, or detract from its strer eth. She 
said, that ber interior peace, her contentment in God was “sens nourriture,” 
without nourishment; in other words, that it was not sustained and nour- 
ished, as is sometimes the ease, by inward visions, or by sensible joys, or by 
any thing else separate from the sublime and all-effeciive fact, that God is: 
What he is, and that his word is true. Upon God’s nature, and upon his 
word, which may be regarded as the development or expression of his na- 
ture, her soul rested by simple faith alone ; and she rejected all peace and 
all contentment, which was not built, and built exclusively, on the strong 
rock of this everlasting foundation. 

2, — She said, on one occasion, that her faith itseli see med to be lost, “la 
Foi me semble toute perdue,” meaning just the opposite of what other persous 
would naturally attach to the expressions, not that it was lost by a process of 
diminution and evanescence, but by being so strong as to substitute its ob- 
ject for itself, and make the thing virtually present, substantive and real; in 
accordance with the expressions of the Apostle, “Faith the substance of 
things hoped for.” For instance, she believed so strongly in her acceptance: 
with God, resting this belie upon the divine promise to all those who have 
given themselves wholly to him, that it brought God, as it were, into her 
very soul, and made Him one with herself, so that her faith became imper- 
eeptible ii consequence of the nearness of its object, and seemed to be lost 
in the fruition of the thing itself. Phis is her own e \planation — “parce 
gwil me semble, que je et posse de ce que aulrcfols croivis.” 

3.— The view, which has just been presented, explains the re mark, whieh 
she made on another oceasion, naniely, that she could not atthat time per- 
ceive her union with God. She did notmean in these expressions to-deny 
the existence of the union; but merely intends to say, that, in the pet 
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tion, It will be noticed that the expression, “union with God,” is relative ; 
that is to say, it implies the existence of two objects related and of a relation 
existing between them. Now, in order to say that she perceived distiuctly 
her union with God, it would be necessary for her to perceive distinctly the 
related objects, namely, God and herself? But she gives us to understand, 
that the view of liersel{ was so entirely withdrawn, so entirely lost, that God 
alone seemed to be present and to occupy the field of conteniplation and 
vision, ‘The correlative of self, or personality, existed, it is true; but had 
become, by divine grace, so dindnished in comparison with the mighty Di- 
vinity, being as itgwere but_a drop to the ocean and in the midst of the ocean, 
that it was entirely lost to all distinet appreciation, In other words, luman- 
ity became merged in divinity, and, ina seuse difficult to be explained and 
liable to be perverted, and yet divinely and sublimely true, God was agin 
inaniiest in the flesh. 
4,— Like the Savior, into whose image she was thus transformed, she 
Was in the world, but not of the world; called to labor and to suffer, that 
she might fulfil the will of her heavenly Father, but always, and in deep 
since ritv, a pilgrim and a stranger. So reversed were all lier views of what 
the world calls joyful and great, so repugnant to her sanctilied tastes were 
all its claims and calls of riches and of honor, that her worldly aequaint- 
ances regarded her as destitute of all just appreciation and wisdom, — with 
the excepticn of those in when God wrouglit the eames by his Spirit, 
that she had a knowledge which the “world knew not of;” and that divine 
knowledge, a knowledge inspired by the Lloly Spirit. dined every thing in 
its Just relation, and secured in every case its just result. Her appreciation 
of the follies of the world did not lead her, for instance, to retire sullenty and 
idly from the great conflict of life,and to leave her fellow-beings just as they 
are, Without an effort to correct their errors and to diminish their sufferings. 
On the con- 
trary, her view of the world’s wretehedness inspired her benevclent heart 
with the fixed determination of co-operating with God, to the full extent of 
all the powers He had given her for its renovation. The fret, that like her 
blessed Savior siie came to her -own, and “ber own knew lier not,” only 
furnished an additional reason she should labor to dispel their igno- 
rance and tu bring them to hfe: At the sanic time, while the world was the 
place of her labor and suffering, it should be said, that it was not ihe place 
of her rest. She could not allow herself to be without that divine retire- 
ment, in Which, many times a day, she found that wisdem which is neces- 
sary to guide in duty, as well as that consolation which supports in trial. 
In all her outward labors, her hte was still “hid with Christin God.” "Phe 
world (ineauing by the term the honors and pera of the world.) had ne 
attractions for her, in itself considered. In itself, she revarded it as aw ob- 
ject much more to be avoided than desired. It was only at the command of 
the reat Master and ‘Teacher within, whose will was law as well as life, 
that she gave to it, for the good of others and not with any view to her own 
pleasure, her cheerful Jabors and her constant supplicatious, 
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WHO WAS THE MOST NEGLIGENT? 


The subtance of the following anecdote [ do not pretend to 
give. ‘The exact expressions were related to me by one of the 
parties concerned. 

Father T. calling one day upon one of his paris! tioners, found 
him, no unusual thing, alive to the obligations of the Gospel, yet 
not disposed to do that which he acknowledged to be duty. 

“ You believe,” said the former, * that Christ: died for you as 
an individual ?” 


Certainly.” | 
‘“ You acknowledge, do you not, that you ought to commence 


a life of prayer? That you ougnt to read the Bible, to pray in 
secret and in your family ; ina word, that youny zht to become a 
Christian.” 

know that is my duty.” 

‘ You know, too, that Godf by sparing your life, by giving for 
you his Son, has laid you under the strongest obligations to such 
a course ; to say nothing of your duty to lim as your sovereign 


‘Yes; I feel it daily.” 


(Vou ninet also see, that if cut of in your present situation, 
your clear discernment of duty would oaly add to your eternal 


condemnation.” 


do see It.’ 
«“ How then can you live, acknowled: zing obhie rations and mak- 


ing no effort to fulfil them, exposed to d: uiger and yet not calling 
upon God. who alone can save, to dolieae vou? Tfow ean you 
enjoy any peace, while every moment conscious of a_eriminal 
neglect, for which you cannot even to man give the least ex- ~ 
cuse 

«© Father. 2 eh > said the parishioner, turning up his keen black 
eye, “do you mat believe Christ died to save you from ail sin?” 

Why — Yes.” 

«And has not God made rich provisions to cleanse you from 
all sin, and ts he not willing now to apply those provisious ¢ es 


Certainly.” 
«¢ And do we not receive the application af the blood of Christ ? 


“So the Scriptures clearly teach.” 
“Shall we be any better peeres to exercise faith by delaying 


to meet the Savior a? 
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Far otherwise.” 

« Are you sanctified wholly ?” 

fear | am not.” 

« Are you making any definite efforts to obtain this blessing ?” 

cannot say that am.” 

‘But has not God, by sparing your life, giving for you his 
Son, forgiving you your sins, after answering you your prayers, 
and by his ten thousand acts of mercy to you, laid you under the 
most sacred obligations to love him with all your heart? Are 
you not acknowledging obligations, which you make no definite 
efforts to fulfil ?”’ 


We do not say the cases are parallel, but who will say which 
of the two was the most negligent ? 


Leominster, Nov., 1844. T. M. 
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~ SAYINGS OF A COMMON-PLACE BOOK. 


“Many count the. external cost of the Christian life, who do not make any 
reckoning with their sinful propensities and appetites, and fall into sin by 
unlawful indulgence, and lose their peace; neither does God use them. 


Disgust and contempt are two emotiens of the mind which the children 
of God should be careful how they indulge ; when they pass certain bounds, 
they do not proceed trom the love of God in the soul, but from self-exalta- 
tion, and they are punished by peculiar chastening. 


There is a strong attachment to human writings in us, because we like to 


come in contact with good and virtuous sentiments from one of our own 
kind. 


While we continually realize that we are but dust and ashes, we need not 
openly, at all times, disclaim our own merit or worth. Thinking soberly of 


ourselves includes no self-exaltation; we may honor the work of God in 
ourselves, 


Every change enlarges our experience. Little things have great bearings, 


~ and in the school of Christ, all turns to. gold, if our mind and spirits are on 
the alert to do God's will, 


Sanctification | in the bul of man is a latent spark which the least breath 
blows to a flame. 
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The sanctified soul enjoys freedom from prejudice; old opinions are 
nothing, if swept away by greater good. Those “dear deceits” of the 
mind, that have stood so formidably, are dropped and let fall, as things of no 
use. It is not hard to give up an old thought, opinion, or view; but we are 
glad to receive truth enstamped by God, 


Divine principle in the soul possesses this elasticity: it yields to greater 
light, love and knowledge, and loses itself in greater depths. 


While visiting those who are afilicted by long ailments, we often mistak- 
ingly think they have nothing to do but lie by, and look at heaven and its 
joys: but in few instances they are saved from worldly care and sorrow, and 
straitened circumstances added to the rest. The enemy of souls also fol- 
lows them into their rooms of languishing, aud the real sorrow that is — 
absent he brings nigh by his power upon their imaginations; so that they 
have great need to watch, pray, and be simple concerning evil. 


Outward usefulness depends upon private faithfulness and integrity — 
holy jealousy in the heart. 


There are some people who understand no circumference of thought or 
feeling beyond themselves and immediate relatives —all that concerns 
“ours” is interesting to them; this is poor human nature to perfection. But, 
glory be to God, grace in perfection eutwines its feelings, thoughts and aims 
in human woes and wrongs around the globe. + | 


How sweetly the Sabbath is to us a day of release ; the bonds of the week 
are broken; the necessary cares of life are lifted from off our minds, 
and, like freed birds, our sculs resume their pinions, Not confined to the 
use of moments, we use hours in divine employment. . 


Iron minds are fitted for iron ages, and they have iron work to do. Those 
who live in golden ages have no right to judge them by their feeble views | 
and feelings. 


How often we have to consider that the hairs of our head are all numbered, 
and that al] our little trials, number, weight, and measure, are known to our 
God ; that they are all in our necessary discipline, and we must cheerfully 
say, “'Tliy will be done.” 


While the “blood of Jesus was yet warm” in the breasts of the early 
Christians, we find they understood in its primitive meaning what it was 
to be crucified with Christ — having the affections and lusts of their carnal 
nature mortified. 


Some people give the sympathy of their purses, and withheld the feelings 
of the heart; others are quite lavish with expressions of feeling, and hold 
their purse-strings fast. Faith and works forma beautiful harmony; they 
make sweet music in the soul. | 
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It is perhaps rare that the professed church now has in its bosom those 
who so fully understand the cross of Christ in their internal experience — 
there is so much of the out work and so little of the inward living faith. 
In this light we cannot wonder at many of the joyous and rapturous expres- 
sions of those who counted the crucifixion of self among their loss of all 
things for Christ. 


In all the designs and executions of man for the good of his fellow, there 
is imperfection. But in God’s designs, all is perfection, for he is able, in 
the infinity of his wisdom and power, to fill every outline of his benevo- 
lence. He makes even sinful man to stand complete in his will. 


What a beauty there is in full salvation? We realize that we are only 
dust and ashes, all imperfection and emptiness; but by standing under the 
cross, with the eye of faith upward, we are clothed in beauty — not a spot 
or wrinkle appears — and the Godhead delights in us. 


There are some people so devoid of true principle, that you can do any 
thing while you keep thera in good humor with themselves; but destroy 
their self-complacency by truth, and they will be any thing but amiable. 
Thus we find true amiableness is patience and sweetness under crosses and 
trials —cheerfulness in affliction —a pleasant spring in the mind, which 
vibrates through grace, saying, all will yet work for my good. 


EXTRACT 


FROM A PRIVATE LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM A FRIEND IN THOMPSON- 
VILLE, CONN. 


As you are engaged in the almost enviable work of publishing 
what “ great things’? God hath wrought in many of his children, 
you will probably be pleased to learn that the glorious work of | 
sanctification is spreading in our church in this village. Six or 
eight individuals have already experienced it, and others still are 
seeking it. Every Friday evening we hold a meeting exclusively 
to converse upon and pray for the sanctifying efficacy of atoning 
blood ; we are blessed in so doing, and our meetings are signal- 
ized by the displays of God’s power and salvation. Pray for us, 
that the tents of our Jerusalem may be enlarged, and that holi- 
ness may be inscribed on all our banners. 
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EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. 


(Continued. ) 


Vov. 18.— Some time has elapsed since [ have made any record of my 
feelings and exercises. IT have realized during this period an unusual pres- 
sure of secular cares and employments ; and sometimes a feeling of uneasi- 
ness on account cf them, which I fear is sinful. Being one day peculiarly 
tried, and almost feeling 1 “ did well to be angry,” the question came direct 
to my mind, “Canst thou serve the Lord?” Yes, Tsaid. Again the ques- 
tion was asked, Can you serve Him now? <A close question for one whose 
spirit was severely tried. Yes, ] said aloud, repeating it again and again ; 
and immediately the temptation gave way. I] was relieved, and myanind 
made happy. This seemed to be clearly resisting evil, overcoming the 
tempter. lad I yielded and given way in this struggle, how great would 
my sufferings have been. | 

Jun. 1.—Uave realized of late great poverty of spirit, and lowliness of 
mind. Have been sinking farther into the shade, even so far as to seem to 
myself to be clothed with humility, and to have all my pride seusibly abased. 
Enjoyed a few days sinee a very special season of near approach, to God. 
It seemed as if my soul was‘in God. Tcould use no language, but Thy will 
be done. I had such views of God’s goodness, greatness and glory, that 1 
desired only the accomplishment of his will. It was a blessed season; a 
manifestation of God to the soul: such, I believe, as Jesus promised when 
he s aid, L will come unto thein,. and manifest myselfunto them. 

eb. 1. —In the midst of a multitude of eares, and having but little time. 
tor nasil have been able to commit the keeping of my soul to God, 
with entire faith and confidence, that he would preserve me from sin, I 
have said, Lam not my own; Lat his; and thus conmitting myself to Him, 
strength has been afforded me to hold on my way rejoicing. V. W. 


God’s mercies to us when we were young, we should remem- 
ber and retain the impressions of when we are old, 

To be charitable to the poor, and to be Tree and generous In 
the support of relieien, and ood work, | is the surest 
safest way of thriving, : 

It is the will of God, that his people outa pe a cheerful 
people. | 
‘Those are fittest to rule who have learned to obey. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


[In the experience of those who’ profess to believe experiment- 
ally in the doctrine of holiness, how beautifully is this passage 
illustrated, “That they all may be one as thou, Father, art in 
me and [in thee, that they also may be one in us.” ‘They are 
usually those who have trodden for several years through the val- 
ley of doubts and darkpess, yea, thick darkness that was felt, 


4 the onset of their religious course, doubts of their piety or ac- 


ceptance with God was made a meritorious standard of evidence of 
thatacceptance. And asthey plodded on their weary pilgrimage, 
how ‘few and far between” were the drops of dew which re- 
freshed their thirsty souls; though they rejoiced with so small a 
draught, and felt encouraged as other and older saints received but 
the sane. But through the precious intercessions of our glorious 
Redeemer, they were led to sigh for a different state of soul. ‘Tired 


of their divided affections between God, self, and the world, and 


the unstable enjoyment produced there by, in agony of spirit they 
exclaun, Who will shew us any good?” .'Then they renounce 
self, and are taught and led into all the truth by that Spirit who 
first Wlumined their darkened understanding. How similarly led! 
How graciously answered is Jesus’s prayer! I have been perfectly 
astonished, in comparing the experience of Christians with my 
own, and have laid down their writings, to give God the glory 
that he had Jed his children so alike, it seemed an impossibility to 
doubt its beinga highway cast up for the ransomed ones. ‘There 
is such a oneness of soul, such a sympathy, so unltke our former 
experience. It casts aside all denominational prejudices, and 
whether of Paul or Cephas does not oeceur, so much more per- 
vadinzis the idea, we are Christ's. Thus 1 trust the church will 
ultimately be one. Denominations may exist, yet such perfect 
love be exercised that minor differences will become as though 


they were not. For such a state of the church how do we 


long, and strive, and pray. Yet the time will come, 1 doubt not. 


God shows itin the manuer in which he calls his children through- 
out our land. Individuals of various religious opinions are send- 


Ing in their testimonies to encourage us, and a little one will soon 


become a mighty host. Jesus prayed In perfect unison with the 


Father's will, Believing this, we may “ rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory,” for all the church will be one, drawing 
vitality from the same source, and feeling that he who “«dwelleth 
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in love dwelleth in God, and God in him,” and that the request 
of Jesus was offered in faith, and will assuredly be answered in 
them, “that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 
Lin thee, that they also may be one in us.” 


A Baprist. 


Since writing the above, I received a note from a Congrega- 
tionalist sister, who, four years since, received Mr. Mahan’s views: 
of * Christian perfection,” and though confined for the last five 
years to a sick-room, thus writes: —‘ Would that I held. the pen 
of a ready writer, that 1 might herald the glad news of a free, 
full, and present salvation (as held out to us in the glorious gos- 
pel plan of salvation) to every son and daughter of the human 
family, and to persuade them of the free offers of salvation, with- 
out money and without price. purchased by a Savior’s blood, and 
urge his dear children to look to him as a present Savior, to 
repose with filial confidence on his bosom, casting their cares, 
their burdens, their sorrows, all upon him, trusting and claiming, 
with tplicit confidence, the fulfilment of all his sure and precious 
promises. I would love to testify with a seraph’s tongue to all 
the church of the living God the soul-sustaining power of divine 
grace which [ have experienced through these many years of 
privation and suffering, of outward trial and inward couflict; 
the blessedness of reposing my all in the hands of Jesus, to 
do with me as seemeth good in his sight, with the blessed 
assurance he will ever do all things well, ‘and of looking to him. 
as my only Savior at all times. Fain would I be a bright and 
shining light in the, temple of my God. I would not admit 
that I can rise no higher in the divine life. O,no! I feel it ts 
a progressive state of advancemeut from one degree of grace to- 
another, that I may be made to stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God. 

I will praise him for all that is past, and trust him for all that 
isto come. With the smiles and presence of my Savior | am 
happy, even ainid poverty, privations, outward trials and tempta- 
tions. Without his life-giving presence | could not be happy ; 
though in the most stately palace, it would seem a dreary hovel ; 
clothed in the most costly attire, | should be naked without the 
robe of my Savior’s ri; shteousness; fed with the most sumptuous 
food, | should be starving for the. bread of life: attended by a 
retinue of friends and servants, all waiting the mandate of rule, 
I should be alone, without help, and comfortless ; in short, I should 
be poor and miserable, and destitute of every thing to satisfy the 


desires of an immortal mind, constituted for eternal expansion. 
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A VARIETY OF ARGUMENTS 
TO PROVE THE ABSURDITY OF THE TWIN DOCTRINES OF 
CIIRISTIAN IMPERFECTION AND A DEATH PURGATORY. 


(Mr. Fleteher had a lengthy and interesting discussion with Rev. Rowland 
Hilland others, on several important doctrinal points. The part of it on 
Christian perfection must be peculiarly interesting to our readers. Tt will 
be perceived, that Me. , in the following communication, refers to some 
points. previously discussed, not pertamig directly to the dcetrine of Chiris- 
tian holiness; but those references should not give offence to any reader 
who may differ from him. It will also be perceived, that he writes with 
the boldness of a rightecus man, and makes delicate allusions, like one to 
Whom “all things are pure.” — Ep.] 


I have hitherto stood chiefly upon the defensive, by aioe 
that Mr. Hill has no ground for insinuating that our Church, and 
Peter, Paul, James. and Jolin, are defenders of the twin doc- 
trines of Christian imperfection and a death purgatory: [ shall 
now attack these doctrines by a variety of arguments, which, I 
hope, will recommend themselves to the candid reader’s con- 


science and reason. 


If | wanted to encounter Mr. Hill with a broken reed, and not 
with the weapons of a Protestant, Reason and Scripture, 
would retort here the grand argument by which he attempts to 
cut down our doctrines of free agency and cordial obedience :— 
The generality of the carnal clergy are for you, therefore your 
doctrities are false.” If this argument be good, is not that which 
follows better still? “The generality of. bad men are for, your 
doctrine of Christian imperfection; therefore that doctrine iS 
false : lor if it were true, wicked people would not so readily em- 


brace it.” But as I'see no solidity in that arguinent, by which I 


could disprove the very being of a God, (for the cenerality of 
wicked men believe there is a Supreme Beirg,) f discard it, and 
begin with one, which I hope is not unworthy the reader’s at- 
tention. 

I. Does not St. Paul insinuate that no soul goes to heaven 
without perfection, where he calls the blessed souls that wait for 
a happy resurrection, avevuara dixawy térehewueroy, “the spirits of 
just men made perfect, and not arevuctea , the 


perfected spirits of just men? Heb. xii. 23. Does not this mode | 


of expression denote a perfection which they attained while they 
were men, and before they commenced separate spirils ; tia is, 
before death ? Can any one go to a holy and just God, without 
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first being made just and holy? Does not the apostle say, that 
“the unrighteous, or unjust, shall not inherit the kingdom of 
yod?” and that “without holiness no man shall sce the Lord 2” 

Niust not this holiness, of whatsoever degree it is. be free from 
every mixture of unrighteousness? If a man have at death the 
least degree of an unrighteous and defiling mixture ii lis soul, 
must he not go te some purgatory, or to hell? Can he go Lo heave nD, 
if nothing that defileth shall enter the New Jerusalem?” And 
if at death his righteous disposition is free trom every unrighteous 


‘anf amimoral mixture, is he not ‘a just man perfected on earth,” 


according to the dispensation he is under : 

Hi. If Christ takes away the oudward pollution of believers, 
while he absolutely leaves their hearts full of indwelling sia in 
this life, why did he find fault with the Pharisecs for cleansing 
the “outside of the cup and platter, while they left the inside 
full of atl corruption? Tf God says, **My son, give me thy 
heart: af he requires © truth mothe wward parts and’ com- 
plains that they: Jews drew near to hin with their lips, when 
their bearts were tar from: lim is it not strange he should be 
willing that the hearts of lis most peculiar people, the hearts of 
Cliristions, should necessarily rewain unclean during the term of 
Beside, is there any other Gospel way of fully cleansing 
the and hands, but by ‘thorovgiily cleausimg the heart? And 


is cleansing so far Phartsarcal as it is keartiess!) Once 


more: if Christ has assured us that ‘blessed are the pure in 
heart.’ and that “af the Son shall make us free, we shall be free 
indeed,” dees it not behoove our opponents to prove that‘a be- 
liever has a pure heart, ts full of corruption: aud 
that a man ts free trdeed, ts sold under tbre stn: 

Lil. Whea our Lord has bound the mdwe Hug ‘man of sia, the 
stroug mamarmed, ean le not cast him 6 utr When he “ cast 
out devils, and unclean spirits with a word,” did he call death to 
assista nee? Did he not radteally the wonderful cure, 
to snow bis readiness and ability radically to cure those whose 
bearts are by mdwe ling Iniquity, that cursed sin, 
Whose name IS LEGION? Whea the legion of expelled fiends 
“entered inta the swine,” the poor brute 'S.W cre delive red from 
their infernal guests by being * choked in the sea.” Death tnere- 
fore cured them, not Christ. And can we have no cure but that 
of the swine: No deliverance from mdweihng but in the 
arms of death: Uf this is the case, go, drown your placa: 
corraptions in the first pond which you will meet with, O ye poor 
mourners, Who are more weary cf your lite, because of indwel!- 
inz sin, than Rebecca was because of the daughters of Heth. 
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IV. How does the notion of sin necessarily dwelling in the 
hearts of the: most advanced Christians agree with the full tenor 
of the new covenant? which runs thus: ** IT will put my laws in 
their minds, and write them in their hearts. The law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus shall make them free from the law 
of sin and death.” If the law of perfect love to God and man 
be fully put into the heart of a believer, according to the full 
tenor of Christ’s Gospel, what room remains for the hellish stat- 
utes of St.an? Does not the Lord cleanse the believer’s heart, 


-as he writes the law of love there?) And when that Jaw is whol 


written by the Spirit, “the finger of God,” which applies the all- 
cleansing blood, is not the heart wholly cleansed?) When God 
completely gives “the heart of flesh,’ does he not completely 
take away “the heart of stone?” Is not the heart of stone the 
very rock in which the serpent, indwelling sin. lurks? And will 
God take away that cursed rock, and spare the venomous viper 
that breeds in its clifts ? | 

V. Cannot the “little leaven of sincerity and truth leaven the 
whole” heart? But can this be done without “ purging out en- 
tirely the old leaven of malice and wickedness?’ May not a 
father in Christ be as ‘free from sin,’’ as one whio is totally given 
up toa reprobate mind is “free from righteousness?” Is not 
the glorious hberty of God’s children the very reverse of the — 
total and constant slavery to sin, in which the strongest sons of 
Belial live and die? If a full admittance of Satan’s temptation | 
could radically destroy original righteousness in the hearts of our 
first parents, why cannot a full admittance of Christ’s Gospel 
radically destroy original unrighteousness in the hearts of be- 
lievers? Does not the Gospel promise us that “ where sin has 
abounded, grace shall much more abound?” And did not sin 
so abound once as entirely to sweep away inward holiness before 
death? But how does grace abound much more than sin, if it 
never can entirely sweep away inward sin without the help of 
death ? 3 

VI. Is there not a present, cleansing power, as well as a 
present atoning efficacy, in the Redeemer’s blood? Have we- 
not already taken notice that the same passage of Scripture which 
informs us that ‘‘if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins,” declares also, that, upon the same gracious 
terms, “he is faithful and just to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness?”’ Now, if the faithful and just God is ready to forgive to- 
day a poor mourner who sincerely confesses his guilt; and if it 
would be doing Divine faithfulness and justice great dishonor to 
say that God will not forgive a weeping penitent before the 
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article of death; is it doing those Divine perfections honor to as- 
sert that God will not cleanse before death a believer, who hum- 
bly confesses and deeply laments the remains of sin? Why 
should not God display his faithfulness and justice in cleansing us 
now frem inbred sin, as well as in forgiving us now our actual in- | 
iquities, if we now comply with the gracious terms, to the per- 
formance of which this double blessing is annexed in the Gospel 
charter ? 

VII. If our opponents allow that faith and love may be made 
perfect two or three minutes before death, they give up the point. 
Death is no longer absolutely necessary to the destruction of un- 
belief and sin: “for if the “evil heart of unbelief departing from 
the living God” may be taken away, and the completely “ honest 
and soo heart”? given two or three minutes before death, we 
desire to know why, this change may not take place two or three 
hours, two or three weeks, two or three yeas, before that awful 
moment? 

VIII. It is, f think, allowed on all sides that “we are saved,” 
that is, sanctified as well as justified, “by faith.” Now, that par- 
ticular height of sanctification, that full “circumcision of the 
heart,” which centrally purifies the soul, springs from a peculiar 
devree of saving faith, and from a particular operation of the 
‘Spirit of burning: ” a quick operation this, which is compared 
to a baptism of fire, and proves sometimes so sharp and search- 
thatit is as muchas a healthy, strong can do to bear 
up under it. -It seems, theretore, absurd to suppose that God’s 
infinite Wisdom has tied this powerful operation to the article of 
death, that is, toa time whea people, through delirium or exces- 
weakness, are fro quently unable to think, er to bear the 
feeble operation of a little wine and water. 

IX. When our Lord says, ** Make the tree geod dnd: its fruit. 
rood: a good man out-of the good treasure of lis heart bringeth. 
forth cood things,” does he suppose that the hearts of his faith- 
ful people nrust always remain fraught with indwelling sin? Is 
indwelling sin a good treasure? Or does Christ any where plead 
for the necessary ind clling of a bad freasure in a good man? 
Wien © the spouse is all elorious within; when her eve is single, 
and her whole body fall ef light,’—how can she still be full of 
darkness, and tubred iniquity: And when St. Paul observes that 
established Christians are full of goodness,’ Rom.-xv. 14, who 
‘can think he means that they arc full of heart corruption, and 
(what is worse sull) that they must continue so to their dying 
day : 

X. If Christian perfection be nothing but the depth of evan- 
gelical Peporiance, the fulf assurance of faith, and the pure love 
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of God and man, shed abroad in a faithful believer's heart by 
the Holy Ghost given unto him, to cleanse him, and to keep him 
clean ‘from all the filthiness of the flesh and spirit,” and to en- 
able him to “ fulfil the law of Christ,” according to the talents he 
is entrusted with, and the circumstances in which he is placed in 
this world: if this, I say, is Christian perfection, nothing ean be 
more absurd than to put off the attaining of it ull we die and go 
to heaven. ‘This ts evident from the descriptions of it which we 
find in the New ‘Testament. The first is in our Lord’s account 
of the beatitudes. Tor how can holy mourning be perfected in 
heaven, where there will be nothing but perfect joy? Will not 
the loving disposition of peace makers ripen too late for the 
Church, if it ripen only in heaven, where there will be no pewce 
breakers; or an the article of death, when people lose their 
senses, and are utterly disabled from acting a reconciler’s part? 
Ye that are “ persecuted for righteousness’ “sake, ? will ye stay til 
ye are among the biessed, to “ rejoice In tribulation?” Will the 
blessed “ revile you, and say all manner of evil of you falsely,” 
to give you an opportunity of being “ exceeding glad,” when you 
are counted worthy to suffer for Christ’s name? Aud ye, double- 
minded Christians, will ye. tarry for the ‘ blessedness of the pure 
in heart,” till ye come to heaven? Have you forgot that heaven 
is no purgatory, but a glorious reward for those who ‘are pure 
in heart?” for those who have “ purified themselves even as God 
is pure?” 

Xl. From the beatindles our Lord passes to precepts descrip- 
tive of Christian perfection reduced to practice. “If thy brother 
hath aught against thee, go thy way, and be reconciled to him, 
Agree quickly with thine adversary. Resist notevil. ‘Turn thy 
left cheek to him that smites thee on the right. Give alms so as 
not to let thy left hand know what thy nicht hand does. Fast 
evangelically. ° Lay not up treasures upon earth. ‘Take no 
[anxious] thoughts what ye shall eat. Bless them that curse you. 
Do good to them that hate you, that ve may be the children of 
your Father, who is in heaven; for he maketh the sun to shine 
on the just and on the unjust. Be ye perfect as your Father who 
is in heaven is perfect.” What attentive reader does not see 
that none of these branches of a Christian’s practical profession 
can grow in the article of death; and that to suppose they — 

can flourish in heaven, is to suppose ‘that Christ says, ‘‘ Be thus 
and thus perfect, when it will be impossible for you to be thus 
and thus perfect?) Love your enemies, when all will be your 
friends: do good to them that hate you, when all will flame with 
love toward you? Turn your cheek to the smiters, when the 
cold hand of death will disable you to move a finger; or when 
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God shall have fixed ‘a great gulf’ between the smiters and 
you?” 

XII. The same observation holds with respect to that impor- 
tant branch of Christian perfection which we call perfect self- 
denial. “If thine eye offend thee,” says our Lord, “ pluck it 
out. If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off,’ &c. Now can 
any thing be more absurd than to put off the perfect performance 
of these severe duties till we die, and totally lose our power over 
our eyes and hands? Or, ull we arrive at heaven, where nothing 
that offendeth can possibly be admitted? 

XIil. St. Luke gives us, in the Acts of the Apostles, a sketch 
of the perfection of Christians living in community. “ The mul- 
titude of them that believed,” says he, ‘‘ were of one heart and 
one soul. ‘They continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine, 
and in prayer. ‘They had all things common: parting ther pos- 
sessions to all, as every man had need; neither said any of them 
that aught of the things which he possessed was his own: and- 
continuing daily in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their meat with gladuess and singleness of heart, | 
praising God!’’ When I read this description of the practical 
perfection of a Christian Church, [am tempted to smile at the | 
mistake of our opponents, and to ask them, if we can “eat our | \ 
meat with gladness”? in the article of death, or “sell our pos-_ 
sessions’ for the relief of our brethren upon earth, when we are 


gone to heaven? 
(To be continued.) 


EXTRACT OF A PRIVATE LETTER. 


lugust, 1243. —“ Glory to God for all Ins mercies.” O, my heart says: 
“Praise the Lord.” Tecan indeed reckon myself “dead unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” IT feel that my body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost, tor God dwells in me. Glory to God, no duty is un- 
pleasant, no cross heavy ; it seems as if T had no cross to bear. 

I find “wisdou’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her patha are 
peace.” ‘The commands of God are not grievous, — “his yoke is easy and 
his burden light.” But although J am so greatly blessed, I rejoice at the | 
close of each day that I ain one day’s journey nearer home. 1 look forward 
with joy to the time, when [ shall bid this world farewell. May I live to 


Ss. A. W. 


e 
) 


GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, 


FROM ‘**SONGS FROM THE PARSONAGE.” 


i LOVE TO CHRIST. 


. ‘ Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
Epn. iv. 24. 


Do you Love Curist ?— I ask not if you feel 
The warm excitement of that fiarty zeal 
Whick follows on while others lead the way, 
And makes His cause the fashion of the day; 
But do you love him when his garb is mean, 
Nor shrink to let your fellowship be seen ? 
Do you love Jesus, blind, and halt, and maimed ? 
In prison succor him? nor feel ashamed " 
To own him, though his injured name may be 
A mark for some dark slander’s obloquy ? 
Do you love Jesus in the orphan’s claim, 
And bid the widow welcome in lis name ? 
Say not, “When saw we him?” — Each member dear, 
Poor and afflicted, wears his image here ; 
And if unvalued or unowned by thee, 
Where can thy union with the holy be ? 
And if thou thus art to the body dead, 
Where is thy life in Christ, the living Head ? 
And if dissevered from the living Vine, | 
How canst thou dream that thou hast life divine ? 


Sweet is the union true believers feel : 
| Into one Spirit they have drunk: the seal 
| Of God is on their hearts ; and thus they see 
In each the features of one family. 
If one is suffering, all the rest are sad; 
If but the least is honored, all are glad. 
The grace of Jesus, which they all partake, 
Flows out in mutual kindness for his sake: 
Here he: has left them for a while to wait, 
And represent him in their suffering state ; 
- While he, though glorified, as yet alone, 
~ Stull bears his Church before the Father’s throne. 


— 
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